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THE

MORTGAGE

STORE

The Mortgage Store working for you...

Just some of the reasons how The
Mortgage Store can help!

* Advice from across the market, including access to exclusive rates not always available from
the lenders directly or other mortgage brokers.

* Dedicated Support Team Advisor to manage and progress your application and keep you fully
updated throughout.

» Appointments when and how you want them 6 days a week, either by phone, virtually or face
to face.

* Just mention this Durgapuja advert when you get in touch, and your client fee is on us!!!

Trustpilot

exceptional customer service with over 3,000 reviews * * * * *

An award-winning mortgage brokerage, acknowledge for our

For more information

please call: yamila@the-mortgagestore.co.uk
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; A message from the President
“Ashwiner sharada prate, beje othe aloka manjeer”

(At the dawn of Autumn, the symbol of light starts ringing.)

As the Autumn sets in, the timbre of the baritone voice of Birendra Krishna Bhadra
resonates in the mindscape of the Bengali diaspora.

Pujo Asche....

The year long wait is over. Ma Durga is all set to visit her paternal home along with her
children and vahanas. The world turns to a land of joy and happiness to celebrate the

homecoming of her most revered daughter, the epitome of the feminine, the mother of ®
all.

In 2025, during Shardiya Navratri, Maa Durga will be arriving on an elephant. This is
considered a highly auspicious event, symbolizing rainfall, peace, and prosperity. The
vehicle of the goddess is determined by the day on which the festival begins.

This year, our Pujo decor echoes the artistic spirit of Santiniketan - where Tagore’s
vision blends with the graceful patterns of Alpona art, inspired by the design movement
led by Nandalal Bose, one of India’s most celebrated artists.

We are also delighted to incorporate the works of Jamini Roy, renowned for his bold
lines, vibrant colours, and folk-inspired style.

To celebrate the annual festivity in full galore and devotion, Milton Keynes Sarbojonin
Durgapuja is all geared up. All the esteemed members, cutting across generations are A
cordially invited to join this festival of Sharodotsav amidst Pushpanjali, cultural function
and Bhog.

Let us all unite in our prayers to the divine mother to protect the world from all evils.
May Ma Durga bless us all.

Happy Durga Puja. See you all at the pandal.
“Jaago, tumi jaago.”
(Invocation to mother)

Yours truly,
Arup Bhattacharya,
President MK Ananda Club
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MK Ananda Club: Executive Committee And
Trustees (2025-2027)
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Puja Secretary
Kuntal Mandal

President
Arup Bhattacharya
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Cultural & Wellbeing

Finance Secretary
Indrajit Rudra, Secretary
= Sudipa Chatterjee
" (Rupul)

Logistics Secretary Catering Secretary
Harshal Ninawe Protic Choudhury

Trustee
Shoma Garewal

Trustee
Subir Chatterjee



MK Ananda Club: Sub Committee (2025-2027)
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FUND RAISING
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Hardeep Garewal Sarbendu Mandal Sumit Chatterjee
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Mrinal Das Dhiman Goswami Sandeep Roy

KITCHEN & STREET FOOD
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CULTURAL, DIGITAL, SPORTS & SOCIAL MEDIA

Sreerupa Ghosh Ritun Bose Rabi Chowdhury  Sayan Chatterjee
PUJO & RITUALS

Shubhabrata Bhattacharya Mahuya Mandal

BROCHURE - Print & Design
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Subir Chatterjee = Amitabha Mallik Raj Basu Prithviraj Choudhury



MK Ananda Club: Donation Contributors 2025
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Annapurna & Probir

veeeeeeene. A Big Thank You



NS

’

L4

Santiniketani Alpona-Art Themed Durga:

Photo Courtesy: Sudhiranjan Mukherjee




Design Movement in Tagore’s Santiniketan

In the dawn of 20% century, Rabindranath
Tagore imagined a place where learning would
not be bound by walls. He sought a school
where art, literature, and nature could flow
together in harmony. In 1901, amidst Bengal’s
red soil and groves of chhatim trees, he
founded Santiniketan — ‘the abode of peace’.
This was not just a school, but a philosophy of
living, where design was not decoration but life
itself.

Tagore with his students

Tagore believed art should not be distant or
ornamental. It should live in the lines of a hut’s
wall, the curve of a courtyard, the sweep of a
hand-drawn pattern. Design, he said, was not
only to be seen but be experienced. The campus
itself became a canvas, open-air classrooms,
natural textures, seasonal festivals. Architecture,
environment and art were inseparable.

Students doing Alpana from Swati Ghosh

From Bengal’s village came Alpana, ephemeral rice-paste
drawings made by women on mud floors. These were not
art for galleries, but prayers in pattern- lotus petals,
spirals, vines, fish. Tagore elevated Alpana into the
Santiniketan ethos. Students adapted it for festivals,
murals and performances. A domestic ritual form became
a design language of modern India.

Photo Courtesy: Sudhi Ranjan Mukherjee

In 1921, Tagore invited Nandalal Bose to lead Kala
Bhavan, the art school. Bose was a disciple of the Bengal
School of Art, influenced by Abanindranath Tagore, yet
restless for experimentation. Tagore urged him, ‘Paint
with the soil of India’. Bose responded by fusing folk
idioms, classical traditions and modernist sensibilities,
turning Santiniketan into a living workshop of design
Nandalal Bose innovation.




Design Movement in Tagore’s Santiniketan

Kala Bhavan encouraged exploration across
forms. Murals bloomed on walls, batik revived
textiles and sculptures rose in courtyards.
Ramkinkar Baij sculpted monumental figures
from laterite and cement, merging folk energy
with modernist daring. Benode Behari
Mukherjee painted the sprawling frescoes,
embedding art into the environment itself. Art
was no longer confined to studios — it was
integrated into public space and collective life.

Kala Bhavan design

Alpana designs from Santiniketan Festivals

When India gained independence, it needed a
Constitution worthy of its civilisation. Prime Minister
Nehru and others turned to Nandalal Bose and his
team to design the document. Under Bose’s guidance,
artists of Kala Bhavan hand illustrated each page — with
borders inspired by Ajanta murals, motifs from
Harappa to Gandhi, and images of India’s journey
through history.
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Abanindranath Tagore with Nandalal Bose

Santiniketan festivals became showcases of art and
design. From Vriksharopan (tree planting) to Basant
Utsav (spring festival), the campus turned into a
theatre of colour, craft and performance. Art was
participatory, not elite. Students learned by doing-
weaving, carving, drawing, singing- blurring the lines
between art, design and daily life.

O ONR
=3 m'{ HE PEOPLE OF INDIA, huving solemnly
resotved 1o constitute Indio info o« SOVEREIGN DEMO-
CRATIC REPUBLIC and fo secure 10 oll its citizens:
JUSTICE, social, economic and political:
| LIBERTYof thought, expressica, belief. faith and
| worship
EQUALIT'Y of ststus and of opportusity
| ood to promote among them all
FRATERNITY assuring the degnity of the individual
and the unity of the Nafion
IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLYhs twenty
y of November, 19.49,do HEREBY ADOPT,
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Design of Indian Constitution

The constitutional manuscript was more than
law. It was statement of cultural identity.
Students like Dinanath Bhargava drew the
national emblem — the lions of Ashoka — after
studying them in Kolkata zoo. Beohar
Rammanohar Sinha decorated the Preamble.
Through their brush stroke, Santiniketan’s
philosophy — the art that is inseparable from
the life — was enshrined in the very framework
of nation.



Design Movement in Tagore’s Santiniketan

The Santiniketan design movement shaped
Indian aesthetics. Its spirit of integration
influenced institutions like the National
Institute of Design (NID) in Ahmedabad. And
inspired generations of architects, designers
and artists. Even today, Alpana motifs, mural
traditions and open air learning remain
signatures of India cultural identify, rooted in
Tagore’s experiment..

In 2023, UNESCO recognised Santiniketan as a
World Heritage Site. But its true heritage lies in
its philosophy that the art is not luxury. That
design is not separate from life. That creativity
flourishes where freedom, nature and
community meet. Tagore’s dream still
whispers in the red soil: ‘Let art and life be

’

one'.

Alpana by Sudhiranjan, Jamuna Devi and Nani Gopal

Tagore’s words fit beautifully into the story of Santiniketan and its design philosophy. One of his
short verses from Gitanjali (Song Offerings), the 35t poem resonates directly with the spirit of

Santiniketan:

Where mind is without fear and the head is held high

Where knowledge is free

Where the world has not broken up into fragments

By narrow domestic walls
Where words come from the depth of truth

Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its was

Into the dreary desert of sand of dead habits
Where the mind is led forward by thee
Into ever — widening thought and action —

Students paying tribute using Alpana

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.



Jamini Roy: The Folk Modernist

In 1903, a young Jamini Roy, son of a modest
landowning family in Bankura, Bengal arrived
at the Government School of Art, Calcutta.
Like many of his peers, he was trained in
European academic style — oil on canvas,
realistic portraits, chiaroscuro. His brush first
followed Western masters.

But Jamini was restless. The art he was taught
felt distant from the red earth of Bengal, the
music of Bauls, the dances of Santhals. He
longed for an art form that belonged not to
Europe, but his own soil

Jamini Roy Paintings

Around 1920s, Roy turned away from the elite
salons of Calcutta and immersed himself in
village life. He studies the Kalighat patuas, the
folk scroll painters whose bold lines and flat
colours told stories of gods, animals and
ordinary people. He began Painting on
handmade materials - woven mats, rough clot,
even wood panels. He mixed his own pigments
from local sources: red from terracotta, blue
from indigo, yellow from turmeric.

Slowly, a new visual language was born — Bold
and sweeping black contours; figures in flat,
luminous colours; themes drawn from Krishna
lore, village mothers, dancers, cats, Christ and
Santhal life.



Jamini Roy: The Folk Modernist

Unlike many artists who sold to elite, Jamini
Roy dreamed of art that was accessible to the
masses. He priced his paintings modestly,
producing multiple versions of this beloved
themes so that even an ordinary family could
own art.

His studio in Calcutta became gathering place
for students, admirers and curious onlookers.
Roy sat cross-legged on the floor, surrounded

by piles of his paintings — like a quite
revolutionary giving art back to the people. In
a time when |India was fighting for

Independence, his work embodied cultural
freedom — a proud reclaiming of indigenous
forms. Just as Ghandi spun khadi, Roy painted
with earth and village lines, declaring — Indian
art belong to India people.
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Jamini Roy Paintings

Jamini Roy’s art was not just pictures on walls;
it was a philosophy. He believed that simplicity
carries truth. His figures, stripped of
ornaments, carried deep emotion: the gaze of
Radha, the Rhythm of dancers, the innocence
of child.

By 1940s, his style was celebrated across India
and abroad. In 1955, the Government of India
awarded him Padma Bhushan. Yet, he
remained rooted, still working with his hands
dipped in humble village colours. Today, Jamini
Roy stands as a bridge between folk and
modern, rural and urban, past and future.
Jamini Roy showed that the essence of India
was not in borrowed styles, but in the
heartbeat of her villages. His art still speaks:
timeless, bold and deeply human.




® TalknTikka ¥ _

B i ‘ Best of India /

® Talk n Tikka

Best of India

CATERING
SERVICES

Bringing authentic Indian flavours
to your special occasions!

© Weddings
@ Festivities

@ Birthday Parties
@ Corporate Event

@ CONTACT US

01908 648 999
talkntikka.com

164 Queensway, Bletchley,
Milton Keynes, MK22SW
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House of Lords, MK Ananda Club
was recognised as one of the most
prominent Durga Puja organisers in the
UK, promoting the rich cultural heritage
of Durga Puja on a global scale.

The Greatest Show on Earth (GSOE)
recognition, curated in association with
Global Connect and Heritage Bengal
Global




25t October, 2025
Woughton Leisure Centre
MK6 SEJ
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SPECIAL EVENING FEATURING . SPECIAL INAUGURAL PERFORMANCE '

SAREGAMA SINGER A Marathi Mandal Milton Keynes °

EATKE Aﬂﬁ%ﬂ MK s Dhol Tasha Pathak :

AND !

INDRANI DATTA J0 oW o Early Bird Ticket Price: £5 | Thursday, 2 October S

Early Bird Ticket Price: £5 | Thursday, 2" October c Bijaya Dashami & Dussehra Special 3
Bijaya Dashami & Dussehra Special ('3 @EERaE

Partucr Sponcore . c Partuer Sponsor \\V" / R

5 ‘V" s oot I AASHIRVAAD I

. AASHIRVAAD JR{il east & | g Sponsar N

= Caldecotte Xperience, T i f‘* 1 Caldecotte Xperience, R

@ ~. o 366 Simpson Rd, MK6 3AG @ amo| 366 Simpson Rd, MK6 3AG §

MKAG BﬂLLYWﬂﬂﬂ
FOOD MENU

Starters: Main Course:
Dahi Vada

Veg Manchurian
Chilli Pan€er.
Chicken Tandoori-.
Mutton Chukha

D’'S with FOOD - £15 ¢ £117 booking fee
Chilli Chicken or Chilli Paneer / Fried Rice /Chowmin

and

Dessert

1 ENTRY ONLY (ND FODD) - £5
=4 2nd Octoper, 6.30pm

Pilao Rice
DE]]
Payesham Veg Curry
Chicken Curry

BUY 10/ INCLUSIVE
DINER TICKET AND

NS Slinfeat :
AASHIRVAAD rca A

- >’
MORTGAGE

;\) Eg/p 1t Educotlon Optlons
Ty N 1617 300006




TOWCESTER

We’re now delivering to new areas
because of your amazing support and demand!

TUESDAY ALL DAY J
ABOVE £ 50 ORDER ABOVE £ 40 ORDER

T&C Apply* www.rashanpani.co.uk T&C Apply*

Order Now on Whatsapp
LLyods Court Brooklands

e 07478 763910 ) g 07473 751173 )

\
-

Buckingham

e 07480 735432 )




Sourav Auddy & Rumia Mukerjee

Bandana Banerjee (Henorary)

Saswati Banerjee & Ajay Mathru

Joymalya Banerjee & Shilpi Banerjee

Jaydeb Banik & Jaya Banik

Ratha Basu

Tapas Basu & Anindita Basu

Raj Basu & Maithili Banerjee

Indraneel Basu Majumdar & Ishila Bhattacharya
Prabhanjan Behera & Anasuya Singha Roy
Arup Bhattacharya & Chumki Bhattacharya
Sourav Bhattacharya & Sayanti Bhattacharya
Anupam Bhowmick & Shreya Ghosh

Shapna Biswas

Indranil Biswas & Sehini Mukhopadhyay
Praijwal Biswas & Sudeepta Chakravarthy
Ritun Bose & Shilpi Bose

Nilanjana Datfa Bose

Prithwiraj Chakrabarti & Swati Chakrabarti
Suman Chakrabarty & Topy Chakrabarty
Sudipta Chakraborty & Debalina Chakraberty
Sagarika Chakravarti

Shveta Chana

Arghyatilak Chanda & Pragya Chanda
Sumit Chatterjee & Rupul Chatterjee
Subir Chaterjee

Sayan Chatferjee & Manirika Chatteriee
Protic Choudhury & Shermila Choudhury
Rabi Chowdhury & Sita Chowdhury
Sushanta Chowdhury & Manulata Chowdhury
Babla Das & Bipasha Das

Gautam Das & Pampa Das

Kalpana Das

Susanta Das

Mrinal Das & Swagata Das

Sukanta Das & Bipasha Das

Pankaj Das Chowdhury & Kabita Das Chowdhury
Saunak Dasqupta & Kashmera Hazra

Rajeev Deshprabhu & Sema Deshprabhu
Satyajit Dey & Prianka Biswas

Aritree Dey

Santwana Dey Roy

Malay Dhang & Simi Mandal

Prasenjeet Dutta & Madhurima Dutta
Prosantha DuHa & Tithee Dutta

Malay Kumar Dutta & Minoti Dutta

Amitab Dwyer & Moyna Dwyer

Prasanth Ganguly & Anjana Ganguly

Probir Ganquly & Menika Ganguly

Prabuddha Gangquly & Sarmishta Ganguly

\&:rdeep Singh Garewal & Sreeparna Garewal

A~ ___MKAC Members List 2025 LN

Ritaban Ghosh & Sreerupa Ghosh
Pranab Ghesh & Senali Das

Radha Dhiman Geswami & Sreeparna Goswami
Snehashish Guha & Simantee Guha
Abhishek Guha & Sukanya Guha

Ganes Haldar & Manju Haldar

Lokesh Jain & Anshu Jain

Anil Jethra & Sangeeta Jethra

Kshitij Kumar & Sayani Chaudhuri
Roshmi Lovatt

Manish Mahanta & Priyanka Mukheriee
Amitabha Mallik & Moumita Datta Mallik
Kuntal Mandal & Mahua Mandal
Kamales Mandal & Seumi Choudhury
Anisha Mitra

Sanket Mitra & Mousmi Nandi

Subir Mitra & Shampa Dey

Sarbendu Mendal & Piyali Mendal
Ashish Kumar Mendal & Ivenne Madrid
Somnath Mukherjee & Nandani Mukherjee
Subhanjan Mukherii & Sanhita Mukherii
Harshal Ninawe & Anjali Ninawe

Amit Niyogi & Sanchita Niyey;
Shubhajyoti Paul & Susmita Pal
Prithviraj Paul Choudhury & Payel Chakrabarti
Supriya Pramanik & Debalina Datta
Sourav Kumar Ray & Ashmita Sarkar
Amitabh Roy & Urmi Roy

Manatosh Rey & Diba Roy

Bishwadip Roy & Mohua Roy

Rajkumar Roy & Urbee Roy

Jibon Samal & Smita Gachhayat
Sandeep Roy & Sagarika Chowdhury
Indrajit Rudra & Paromita Rudra
Senjoy Saha & Labeni Saha

Suman Saha & Priya Saha

Arijit Samanta & Poulami Samanta
Somit Sarkar

Sharmishtha Sarkar

Suryalok Sarkar & Debarati Banerjee
Tridibesh Sarkar

Sandip Seal & Sharmistha Paul

Probir Sen & Annapurna Sen

Sukhendu Sen & Maitreyee Sen

Surabhi Sharan (Henerary)

Soham Shom & Indrita Bhowmick
Umesh Shukla & Vidhulika Shukla
Saurabh Singh Dev & Darshana Ganguly
Abhiiit Sur Roy & Trishna Sur Roy
Gopa Thakurta

Michael Webb & Moubani Roy Choudhury f




Get a 30-min

CELEBRA I ] : FREE consultation
*
1 ’'s Ad
DURGA PU 'A 8 il::z:eiid‘;::;age

Q Personalized Solutions

Find us on

inlil JROM f

Suggest a Tagline for
55 Xcelent%'a!

WIN £ 50
AMAZON
VOUCHERS

«

Email your Tagline entry to
info@zcelentrga.com y REFER A FRIEND
(Subject: Xcelentra’s Durga Puja)
EARN £ 30
Offers valid till Dec 31st, 2025 VOUCHER!

Use code ‘DURGAXCE30’ to redeem in
your next Self-assessment Returns

-llg

my

SERVICES

@ Sole Trader - Tax Returns @ VAT/Bookkeeping @ Limited Company Formation
@& Payroll & HR services @ Estate Planning @ Business Tax Returns

@& Expat Refund Specialist @@ Self assessment @& Tax Surgery & Advice
3]
Q Milton Keynes MK9 3BN @ www.xcelentra.com




Tax+\ssist

Accountants

Being the boss is
the dream, dealing
with the books isn’t

We can do more for you, giving you

more time for the things you love.

Contact us today:

Milton Keynes
01908 933 755

Newport Pagnell

01908 921 931

Milton Keynes
Luminous House, 300 South
Row, Milton Keynes, MK9 2FR
taxassist.co.uk/milton-keynes

Newport Pagnell

78 High Street, Newport Pagnell,
MK16 8AQ
taxassist.co.uk/newport-pagnell




Thankyou MKAC for 20 yrs
of fond memories with you.

Chowdhury Family

g ANANDA CLu

_ymkanandaclub.co. uk




31“%{)? - In Pursuit Of Happiness, HIP-HOP Xireme

5% quly - * Milton Keynes Rathyatra Performance

I 124 July - Annual Barbecue / BBQ k-

24% July - Blood Donation : MKAC & Dream Sai
b 30 August - Puja Meeting

6% September -In Pursuit Of Happiness, Kid's Sit  Draw
28" September — 2 October : DURGA PUJA
1% October - Lakshmi Puja |
W 25 October - Kali Puja
v 1 November -  In Pursuit Of Happiness, Zumba

24 January 2026 - Saraswati Puja
W7 March 2026 - s HR / Holi Celebrations

14 March 2026 - Annual Dinner and Dance

% Participation in Wider Community Event
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Why choose us

¢ Flexible Payment
¢ Lowest Deposit

© 0% Interest
© Book with Confidence

¥
R: 1
5 " 4
W e 1
-‘,.r'<“ -

s 1|1}

Worldwide Flights | Hajj & Umrah Services
Affordable Holiday Packages | Visa Services

Special Fares Available - Book Now

0208478 8911

www.samtravel.co.uk




Connecting Col
Connectin

Free Delivery on ¢
(Excluding R

Stall No 113, Open Market, Ce
25A Highland Drive, B

+447599 141515 |




pmumLuniLtLes ...
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n orders over £30 g
'Rice & Atta) B

N
‘entral Milton Keynes, MK9 3NT
Broughton, MK10 7FA B

| +44 7583 767969
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&1 i Catering and Takeaway

Supplies

1 Wish | Could Forget

The sowing of seeds into the dark soil
Before they were soldiers marching in file
Feeling warmth spill out from the sky
Understanding it had been set on fire.

Bearing my city atop silken wings
The gusts giving way to thunder and gales
Knowing it like the build-up of a sneeze
Or the looming faint pang of a headache.

Tearing of sheets out from under our hope
The shivering, naked, starkness of it
Carrying on despite cracks in the moulds
Counting seconds that stretch across decades.

Disguised as the whisper of a soft breeze
The lying in bed for fighters to lap
Drive snarling discordance into the trees
Like the deep-throated yowl of a big cat.

The wondering if this could be the end
Pounding of my heart, closing of my throat
Folding sandy wings, trembling in the dark

Wishing, waiting to take off in a stroke.

Try to remember how it was before
Floating streamers following children’s cries
Flower-girls lavishing the streets and stalls
Until the morning sun says otherwise.

-- Ayon Bose
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Ecofriendly Takeaway
Containers

AS THE SEASONS TURN

A soft new breeze, a gentle spring,
New life, a vibrant hopeful thing.
The sun climbs high, the days grow long,
The world awakens, fresh and strong.

Then summers heat, a golden haze,
Through endless, bright, and busy days.
The world alive, in full display,
Beneath the sun's unending ray.

Here comes the autumn's brilliant hue,
Of orange, gold, and crimson too.
The leaves drift down on chilly breeze,
A quiet rest for sleeping trees.

And finally, the winter's hush,
A blanket white, a silent rush.

The world sleeps deep under the snow,
A patient peace, a gentle glow.

Aishika Seal
Age: 10yrs

Biodegradable Palm

Plates

www.yelai.co.uk
Contact: O/7717281217
Unit 4. Montague Crescent, Brooklands, MK10 7LN




Krishna Supermarket

() +44 7803 553864
@ https://krishnaasianfoodmarket.com:;

o Krishna Asian Foods Miton keynes

9 Milton Keynes

Your O'ne—stop store for

‘Pooja ltems, 9’1~oce’|~ies &
fresh vegetables!



Sahara Obhijaan

Amit Niyogi
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| had always dreamt of embarking on a solo adventure, and the Sahara Desert had been calling my name since
childhood. Inspired by the adventure story "Chander Pahar," my imagination had been captivated by the
protagonist's survival in the desert. Now, it was time for me to live out my own desertdream.
On a chilly December morning in 2024, | set off from home, with my DSLR camera
and a brand-new backpack. My heart was filled with a mix of excitement and
apprehension as | boarded my flight from London Luton Airport to Marrakesh,
Morocco. The journey ahead was unknown, but | was determined to embrace every
moment.

Upon arriving in Marrakesh, | was greeted by the warm Moroccan sun. | headed to a
traditional Moroccan Riad for my first night, where | experienced local cuisine and
explored the Medina and Jemaa el-Fna. Staying in a Riad, a house with an indoor garden
and courtyard was a unique experience.

The Medina of Marrakesh was a maze of narrow streets with shops selling traditional crafts.
Jemaa el-Fna was bustling with tourists, shopkeepers, and performers. | felt a sense of wonder
and curiosity as | navigated through the lively streets. The scent of freshly grilled meat mingled with
the sweet aroma of pastries, and the vibrant colours of spices and textiles dazzled my eyes.

The next day, | joined a group of solo travellers for an 8-day adventure through Morocco, with the highlight being
a two-night stay in the Sahara Desert. The journey took us through the Atlas Mountains, where |

marvelled at the stunning landscapes and captured the beauty with my DSLR. The cool mountain air was
refreshing, and the sight of the ancient ksar against the backdrop of the rugged landscape was awe- inspiring.
We visited rural markets, historic sites, and enjoyed Moroccan hospitality along the way. | felt a sense of
camaraderie with my fellow travellers, strangers who quickly became friends.

Finally, the moment | had been waiting for arrived. We switched to 4x4 SUVs and
headed into the desert. My heart raced as we approached the first desert camp. The
anticipation was palpable as we zipped through the shifting landscape, stopping
momentarily at a camel crossing sign - a sure marker that our Sahara adventure had
truly began. The vastness of the Sahara stretched out before me, and | felt a sense of
awe and wonder. The camp was simple, with basic amenities, but | embraced the
experience wholeheartedly.

After settling in camp, | quickly changed to my desert attire to set off with the group,
ready to climb the towering sand dunes and catch the sunset. My trekking boots
offered little protection, and soon enough, grains of sand slipped inside with
each step. | found it easier to follow in the footprints left by frlends ahead their
paths guiding me up the soft slopes. We explored dune =

after dune, snapping goofy photos and laughing until our sides hurt - moments
that quickly turned into cherished memories. Watching the sunset in the desert
was one of my most memorable experiences. | felt grateful. This trip wasn’t just a
break from routine; it was a celebration of growth and independence.




Later that evening, we gathered around as the first flames flickered to life, sending shadows dancing across the
sand. A long-awaited bonfire under a moonlit desert sky was finally fulfilled. "This is perfect," someone
whispered, gazing up at the endless sky scattered with stars. As the fire
crackled, the aroma of toasted marshmallows mixed with desert air.
Someone strummed a guitar, prompting spontaneous bursts of
laughter and storytelling. When it came time for karaoke, nerves gave way to
excitement. "Just sing along with us!" my friend encouraged, handing me
the mic. Hesitant but inspired by their energy, | joined in. Soon, everyone
was belting out 'Hey Jude,' our voices echoing through the desert night,
united by music and the magic of shared discovery beneath the moon.
After years of anticipation and a lingering wish unfulfilled from my trip to Egypt in
2012, | finally found myself preparing for a proper desert trek. Back then, though
| had a fleeting opportunity to ride a camel, | missed out on truly exploring the
desert. Soon | found myself swaying gently as we set off, the camel’s rhythmic gait
echoing the stillness of the landscape. The desert wasn’t without its lighter
moments. At one point, a mischievous camel broke free from the line, perhaps in
pursuit of a mate, and another nearly bit a fellow traveller's leg, much to
everyone’samusement.

Riding quad bike was a first, another completely new experience. Climbing onto the quad

————

: | bike, | quickly realised that controlling this powerful machine was not as simple as it
=ororg = & |ooked. The first few minutes were a muddle of awkward manoeuvres and hesitant starts.

N As | got comfortable, | spent over an hour riding solo, exploring diverse terrains - rocky
| desert stretches, soft sand dunes and desert villages. Looking back, the quad biking

~ thrill of overcoming uncertainty, and the confidence that comes from stepping outside
= one’s comfort zone.

In the final days of Morocco Trip visited few other cities like Agadir and Essaouira experiencing Moroccan
history and collecting lifelong memories. As | flew back to the UK, | felt fulfilled and inspired to continue
exploring and living my dreams. The Sahara trek was not just a journey through the desert; it was a journey within
myself, discovering my strengthsand embracing the beauty of life.

Who knows where life takes me next &
The Whispers of a Ghost

The date was 30th October, the day my life changed forever.

It all started one cold evening when me and my friend Joey were going to play football at the park. After a while, a
thick fog had formed, and me and Joey decided to come to my house. We started walking towards my house.
While we were walking, me and Joey discussed the events that had occurred at the football match we had just
played. We must have got carried away, as we had realised, we had got lost. We were in a graveyard, the smell of
death fresh in the atmosphere. Little did | know the worst was yet to come.

| looked over my shoulder, expecting to see Joey’s convincing smile, but he was nowhere to be found. My mind
qguickly went into panic mode, and | started calling Joey’s name, “Joey, Joey, where are you?” Silence...

It was starting to get dark and the fog only got worse. | started thinking about my family — my mum, my dad and
my 6-year-old brother. Memories flooded through my head like wildfire, memories of all the good times with my
family.

Then suddenly, a shrill cry echoed in the mist. | stopped in my tracks, my whole-body trembling like a ringing
phone. This cry wasn’t any cry; it was the unmistakable cry of my best friend Joey. Tears flooded down my cheeks
as | ran towards my friend’s distress call. | was running in circles again and again. | altered my path, hoping for a
new result but | ended up in the same place every time.

Then | realised where | was. The thick gloomy mist, the running in circles and the disappearance of my friend
could only mean one thing: | was in the ghoul’s graveyard. | had only heard of the ghoul’s graveyard in stories. |
didn’t think it was actually real. How wrong | was. | had lost all hope but that is when it happened.

Then suddenly, a huge graveyard emerged from the mist. The huge building stood tall in the ground. The
cemetery had immense, grim walls, each one looking as dirty as the other. A huge door was in the middle of the
building. | peered curiously, trying to sneak a peek at the dangers that were in the building. Suddenly, a cold set of
fingers gripped my arm and whispered, “All hell shall break loose on anyone who dares to enter the 1000-year-old
cemetery.” | froze in fear, my body shivering in pure anxiety. A scream came from the cemetery; something had
awakened...

TO BE CONTINUED...

By Aarush Mandal
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The Hidden World

Meghalini Sarkar (9 years)
Chapter One

You may think that there’s no such thing as little people
always surrounding us. Well, if that’s what you believe, | see
it differently. I'm going to tell you a story about three mini
people who recently settled in my backyard.

This is how it all began.

It was a fine Saturday afternoon, and | was just strolling in
my living room. Shortly after, | got tired, so | sat on our sofa.
To my great surprise, | spotted three mini people playing on
our elephant fountain.

Initially | couldn’t believe my eyes. But gradually | gathered
my thoughts and went over to them to find out who they
were. At first, they were hesitant to answer. But when they
got used to me, they said their names were Arriya, Arhion,
and Rene. Rene was the mother of Arriya and Arhion.

| immediately ran to my mum and told her the whole story.
Initially she was as surprised as | expected her to be. When
we got back to our senses, we started conversing with them
and offered some food. Then | took them to my room, and
that’s when Arhion told me that his dad had died in an
unfortunate accident. Then he began to share...

Chapter Two

Navya Sen is an explorer whose passion is to visit unknown
parts of the world. This is what she told her children:

“My children, | am going to visit a country no one has ever
seen before.”

Like she said, she flew to a country she was sure that had
never been located on any map. In that country, she found
mini people scurrying about. At first, the little people were
flabbergasted to see a gigantic figure in their land.

Carefully, they began to understand she meant no harm. A
family of little people slipped inside Navya’s bag, thinking it
was a play area. While they were sleeping, Navya had
already travelled back to her house.

When they woke up, they found themselves in a whole new
world.

Chapter Three

This is how Arriya and Arhion’s family landed in the world of
human beings. Eventually destiny had brought them in a
park where colossal figures were thundering around.
Suddenly an accident happened in front of their eyes taking
their dad’s life. The other three managed to escape the
place and in due course had hidden in our house.

Every word Arhion spoke, filled the room with silence and a
great deal of sorrow.

At night, | shared everything that | heard from Arihon to my
parents. They both were heartbroken by listening to the
unfortunate tale. We all then decided to make a mini
cottage for them in our backyard, which would include a
playground for them to be safe. In the end, our plan was a
success, and we all lived happily ever after.

The Mysterious Ocean

Aashirya Mallik (Moho)-9 years

Once there was a consortium of octopuses playing about
with their smooth, robust, and jelly tentacles. Their names
were Phyllis, Gemma, Simba, and Whimmy. They were lively,
conscientious, and mighty when they were jolly; when they
were languid, they were cantankerous, lethargic, and
eccentric. Their mum and dad, who were called Candy and
Nemo, were supervising them gingerly so that no one got
hurt.

One arid, cerulean morning, at the crack of dawn, the quad
woke up when everyone was asleep. The whole ocean was
in deafening silence, but still they crept out at 4AM. As they
got breakfast, there were four little fish lurking about the
stinky, verdant seaweed that smelt like rotten fish eggs with
stinky socks. That made the shoal of fish faint for a fleeting
moment, but eventually the octopuses guzzled them up.

They were swimming deep into the ominous ocean: playing
tag, Gemma and Phyllis were dancing about like flamingoes,
and Simba and Whimmy were singing operas. Then,
suddenly, an enchanted door magically appeared from
nowhere like an illusion.

The magical door was a disappearing unicorn, like a
pompous water goddess. Whimmy, the most courageous of
all, opened the door. The other three octopuses said, “Don’t
open the door!” Unfortunately, Whimmy opened the door
and the consortium of octopuses fell. “URGH! URGH!
URGH!” coughed Phyllis angrily.

They were beyond their territory. This place was whimsical.
The whole ocean was tranquil. There were not that many
inhabitants living there; instead, there were a myriad of little
fish savoring. The ocean was anonymous, so the octopuses
randomly called it “Mysterious.” As they were swimming to
the door, the magical door had vanished. Simba, Phyllis,
Whimmy, and Gemma couldn’t find the door. They
requested help, but the little fishes couldn’t help. They
thought of negative things, but the only thing they could do
was lament. They cried a river of tears, but there was no
solution.

“Will they stay there like abandoned octopuses, or will they
find the magical door to return to their territory?”
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Caldecotte Xperience, 366 Simpson Rd, Simpson,
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Milton Keynes MK6 3AG

28/09/2025 — 02/10/2025

-

28/09/25 - Sunday ]

3 Bodhon, Adhibas, Puja — 6pm to 8pm
Prasad —9:15pm
\_ Cultural Program — &pm to 10pm
W’ - 29/09/25 - Monday J

/Morning Evening
Puja — 11am to 1:30pm Puja & Arati — 6pm to 8pm
Pushpanjali — 1:00pm Pushpanjali —7:15pm
Prasad & Bhog — 1:30pm to 3pm Prasad & Bhog —9:15pm

\e Cultural Program — 8pm to 10pm

Adllans - 30/09/25 - Tuesday ]

& Morning Evening =
Puja — 11am to 2pm Puja & Arati — 7pm to 9pm
Pushpanjali — 1:15pm Pushpanjali — 8:30pm
Prasad & Bhog — 1:30pm to 3pm Prasad & Bhog —9:15pm

\Sandhi Puja — 1:16pm to 2:04PM Cultural Program —9pmto 10pm )

Nebasmi -  01/10/25 - Wednesday]

& Morning Evening %
Puja — 11am to 2pm Puja & Arati — 6pm to 9pm
Pushpanjali —1:15pm Pushpanjali —8:30pm
Prasad & Bhog — 1:30pm to 3pm Prasad & Bhog —9:15pm

\Kumarl Puja —2pm Boli & Dhunuchi Dance —9pm )

B  Dasbami - 02/10/25 - Thursday ]

(" Morning Evening
Bisarjan Puja, Boron. — 11am to 1:30pm Dussehra Dhol Procession ~ — 6:30pm to 7pm
Sindur Khela —1:15pm Bollywood Night live Music - 7PM to 10PM

\_ Prasad & Bhog — 1:30pm to 3pm Bijoya & Dussehra Maha Bhoj - 9PM to 10PM

5 &
o 3er



Sattv)c Foods

TAKE AWAY | CATERING | ASIAN GROCERY

www.sattvicfood.co.uk
+44 7396 827808




Y

JAVAS= || S QV/AVAND,

Maa’s Aashirvaad,
in every warm bite.

aste that takes you home!

2 g
PAVASS o || SQAV/AVAN D)

Nz
AASHIRVAAD

Try our frozen ready-to-eat
Rotis, Naans, Parathas & Samosa

=:© Ready in 5 Minutes




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Xcelentra
	Slide 20: Tax assist
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48



